
The other evening Mr. and Mrs. Per-

kins sat reading and the house was very
ouleU All of a sudden. Mr. Perkins
Save a loud smack with his lips. It was
almost like a report of a pistol. ,

"Good Lord, what alls you!"
Mrs. Perkins.

"Did I smack?" was
"I should think you did. Kid ou

think you were biting Into an apple?"
"No; 1 was of that

jam we had for supper. I could
have eaten three times what I did."

"And it's that very Jam
that ought to make you of

Mr. Perkins. It was sent over
to me by a Turn to the diary
you always carry In your pocket and see
If under date of January 4 of last year
we owed In regard to

Jam."
Mr. Perkins the

hook and after a moment said:
"Here it Is. We had straw berry Jam

with our supper. It was line. It was
grand. It was if I live un-

til come again I shall buy
flvs bushels and have them made Into,
Jam.

There It is. Mrs. Perkins, and what
about it?"

"There Is this much about it. sir. You
lived until came again."

"I did. my dear wife."
"And you didn't buy five bushels of

berries."
"No. I did not. but I have very good

reasons for it."
"Oh yes." Mrs. Perkins.

"You are ready to dodge and twist, as
usual:"

"My dear, second wife." replied Mr.
as he laid aside his paper, "a

plain of facts is neither dodg-
ing nor twisting. I owe you an

and you shall have it. Yes.
came again and my mouth began

to water for jam the very
first thing. As you will It
was a very wet season and
were soft and the price was high. How-ce- r.

this did not alone prevent me from
carrying out my plans, l saw air. uoiy.
of the fruit farm, and he to
pick and send me five bushels of nice

'
"But you didn t say to me

about It?" said Mrs. Perkins.
"No; I did not want to worry you. I

worried my first wife into the grave and
I did not want to be guilty of doing the
same thing by you. You see, you would
have to make all that Jam alone and It
would be a terror to your mind when
vou thought of It. Mr. Doty did not send
me the berries."

"Of course he didn't'" was retorted.
"But there were good reasons, my

angel wife, why he didn't. Mr. Doty just
to fill the order and was at

to tell me so. when there
came a Hash of and he fell over
as dead as a door nail. I was not to
blame and he was not to blame. It was
an act of A dead man can-
not fill an order for His
wife might have done so but at his
crave she was overcome by grief and
fell and broke her leg. Mrs. Perkins. I
leave It to you if the widow of a deaa
man. who falls and breaks a leg. can
till an order for five bushels of straw
berries?

"I don't believe a word of It." replied
Mrs. Perkins, with a toss of her head.

"Had the poor widow not broken a leg
at the time she did she could not have
rHl-- d the order anyhow It began to
rain and there were showers every dav
to tho end of the season. If
you will kindly ther wasn't
another quart of In the mar
ket. This was another act of

Was I to blame. Mrs. Per-
kins? "Was his widow to blame? "Was
anyone or to blame except

You will you must you
cannot help but reply In the

"I shall not reply at all to such trans
parent aoaging. .Mr. I'erkins. Ananias
couldn't hold a candle to you!"

for the my dear!
There is one thing more I ought to tell
you yes, two or three things. T figured
it would take a barrel of sugar to make
jam of those berries. I spoke to Green,
the grocer, about It and he to
order a special brand for me. Along
about the time when the berries should
have come, he Informed me that he
could not get the sugar for me unless T
paid cash In advance. I could not do
that. It would be against my lifelong

I never ray cash in advance
for Mrs. and I seldom
pay cash at any time if It can be

"I think you have that
said Mrs. Perkins. In a very tart voice.
"I have reasons to think so from the un-
paid bills this house by every
mall'"

"But we, must not side-trac- k the main
issue, my dear, which is why we shall
have no Jam this "winter un-
less the send It in. In leaving
the grocery, where I had lieen asked to
pay cash In advance for the sugar, I met
our family doctor. I presume I looked

and Most men
do when asked to pay cash in advance. I

It haa been proved beyond the shad-
ow of a doubt after the located
at Salt they bent all their ener-
gies to two things friends
with the Indians, and to pre-
vent white people not of their
lalth from Into that houn-tr- y.

They did gain the good will of sev-
eral tribes, of Indians with whom they
came in contact to sucii a degree as to
make it safe for a Mormon to go

Once In awhile one vis killed
before he could but
the man who proved himself a Mormon
need have no fear of the savages who
had been trained from Infancy to hate
white man and take his scalp

offered. This
was In various ways.
They made common cause with the red-
skin against the of the
white race, him all the scalps
and They mide him arrow
heads, caused him to believe they were

because they his
cpuse, and In other ways got so firm a
hold on his that he became
the most ally they could have
selected. They made him arrow heads
and lance heads: they him
with his first firearms and best

they fed him when he was hun-
gry and helped him when he went to
wa r.

When the gold fever be-
gan to push long wagon trains across
the count! the saw what the
ieult would lie unless they could stop
the rush. Ieft .to the sav-
ages would no doilbt have attacked in
every case where there was hope of
success, but not one person would have
been killed where ten yielded
up their lives but for the of
the Danites. There were the
good men and true of the Mormon
Church the and
who could be upon to carry
out any order and preserve the secrets
of the church with their last breath.
They knew the the trails, the
streams and ravines and valleys from
Council Bluffs or St. Joseph to their
own doors In Salt Lake City. They
were strung out along the
trail and in constant
with the They acted as guides,
were etecteri as captains of trains, and
sought to play them into the hands of j

tnelr allies ana wont aesirucuon. ims
was not even until
thej-- had worked among the
gold seekers. No living man will ever
tie fatile to give .ngures on me train
which was In ilally
use. The first train l went out witn
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THE PERKINS FAMILY
Why They Haven't Got Strawberry Jam This Winter
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Be that as It may, the docor said to me:
" how Is the graceful- - and

Mrs. P.r" 'She Is well and very hsppy," I
" "Good. Let us keep her so. Perkins.

It Is my duty as your family to
give vou a solemn warnlnc This Is the

season and you want to be
on our guard. Beware of the

A few fresh ones, once or twice a
week, may not hurt cither of you, but
If you have any of them made
up Into Jam then look out! There Is an
acid In Jam that blteth like
a serpent and stlngcth like n

I O.t'y-- -

fttwnt of TMfc

It fever, chills, partial blind
ness, partial dearness and a constant
roaring in the head. In about half the
cases it fatally; In the other
nair it leaves the victims invalids ror the
rest of their lives." "

"If the doctor said that then he Is a
fool!" said Mrs. Perkins. "I shall go
and see him some day and tell him that
he had better turn to work."

"I should not hurt the good man's feel-
ing. If I were you, but get another doc-
tor for our family If you wish to do so.
My face must have my doubts
when he talked to me as he did, for he

me to seven different med-
ical works which gave the same

he had When I had
read them. Mrs. Perkins, could I longer
doubt that the was an

enemy of I did not
want to die nor did I want to lose you.
borne men are in a hurry to get rid ox
a second wire and marry a third, but 1

do not belong to that class. I want to
keep you with me to the end. I have
now given you the full and
I hope you will be satlsned win It.

"But I am far from being
"I asked the doctor if the

the or the.. contain
ed that ncid. He replied that
they did not, but were as safe to eat as
I.ong Island He advised me.
bv all means, to lay In a stock of those
berries."

"But did you get or
or Mrs.

Perkins, with a glint in her eyes.
"I did not. my darling, but there Is also

an as to why I didn't." .

"Oh. es!
Always

"By the time I had got ready to order
four or five bushels the season for them
had Mrs. Perkins, ran you
buy berries when there are no berries?"

"We will talk of it no more," was the
reply.

"But I shall write in my diary under
this date that next year. If both of us
ar living "

"'But you won't be living, sir You will
have by dodging and

"Mrs. Perkins, I am writing under this
date that next year. If we nre both
alive. I shall bny five bushels of peaches
to pickle. I shall also buy five bushels
of the nicest kind of plumbs to preserve.

I shall buy five bushels of
"pears

But Mrs. Perkins was gone. She had
heard why there was no stock of

jam down cellar and there was no
use of talking about It any further.

"1 was going to tell her that I would
buy live bushels of pears to preserve
whole." said Mr. Perkins to himself, "but
she would not stay to hear me out. Very
well. No man who has a second wife can
tell what sort of notions she may get Into
her head. The cat and I will now return
to our a great load lielng off
our minds."
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men. women, and children. Of these
twenty-tw- o were full grown men and
all well armed, and each one fully
realized tn" perns wnich beset the
route. It .Would seem the height of
folly for a husband to Invest his all In
a span of hdrses and wagon and set out

r Callfornlrt with a sickly wife and
three or (our children, .ut plenty of
them did t;s4. Indeed, there was no
train without its women and children.
and thein presence always increased
tne danger.

Previous to leaving St. Joe we had
to elect a captain of the train, a boss
whose word should be law until we
reached the end of our journey. This
position naturally fell to some vet-
eran, some hunter, scout or Indian
fighter who was posted as to the route
and ways of the Indians. Some such
man was always going out with a
train. In our case the choice lay be-
tween two one an old trapper of
many years experience, who looked
honest and seemed to have had ad-
ventures, and a man who was a
stranger to all. but who was loud in
his boasts of how many Indians ha
had killed and what a brave, careful
man he was. I disliked him at first
sight, as I know he did me. but
though I did all I could to defeat
him lie was elected for the position
or captain, tie was a lenow with an
ugly look to his face, eyes which
were constantly roving about and
could never give you a steady look.
and in my heart I believed he meant
us (11. I found one or two others who
entirely agreed with me. but the ma
jority were perfectly satisfied that he
was all right and It would not be pru- -
aent id us io say anyming until we
naa a better foundation than mere
suspicion. It would nave been open
rebellion to speak against him or to
refuse to obey his orders, and he haa
the power to disarm us and put us
under guard."

At that date the train which pro-
gressed one hundred miles into Kan
sas was sure to find the advance guard
of the Indians. On the fourth day
out we sighted some at a distance ana
narrowly watched our Captain. He
closed the train up In good order, sta-
tioned the defenders where they coula
do the most good, and exhibited suchnerve and caution that I be ran to feel
asnamea oi myseir ior naving suspect-
ed his loyalty. But for one circum-
stance I should have banished all'sut-plcio- n.

We saw the first Indian about
two nours before sundown. None of

people" murdered during the years ln I them came nearer than half a mile,
trail seeming to b content with insnectlnn

of our strength. An bour later and
consisted of fifteen wagons and fifty when within two miles of the spot
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BOWSER'S OLD COAT
And Why the Ragman Didn t Get It. .

References have been made in these
articles to Mr. Bowser's wallet and the
care he takes of it o' nights. Mr. Bow
ser Inherited this prudence from male
ancestors, dating back hundreds of years.
Only about one roan In fifty that is, one
husband leaves his wallet so carelessly
about that it becomes a temptation To
his wife.

Mr. Bowser Is neither a stingy man nor
a suspicious one. He Is simply a prudent
man. He realizes that should Mrs. Bow-
ser have a ferocious attack of Insomnia
some night at midnight, while ha was
peacefully snoring away, she would get
up ana walk uie noor. .tier eye wuuiu
catch the end of his wallet sticking out
of the vest pocket of his coat, and she
would naturally withdraw that wallet.
She would naturally also open that wal-
let and count the contents. As a wife,
she would feel that a third of the wealth
belonged to her and she might take a
ten dollar bill and lay it asiae lor luiure
use. When Mr. Bowser came to count
the contents In the morning and discov-
ered a shortage, he would be perplexed
as to whether he gave it to the Heathen
the day before or a burglar had entered
the house during the night.

Mr. Bowser, like other husbands, has
been known to carry his prudence so far
as to hide his wallet under the front
steps Just previous to bedtime. He has
hidden It In the house In forty different
nlaces and he has always heaved a great
sigh of relief when he has found It safe
In the morning. The other day, while
hdntlng for an old hat In his clothes
closet, he saw one of his old coats hang-
ing on a hook. It had a tall pocket. The
wallet might be placed In that pocket
time after time and Mrs. Bowser would
never discover It. He made a mental
note of this and that night the wallet
rested In a new place.

Next morning as Mr. Bqwser was
yawning and stretching and preparing to
arise and go down to his breakfast, a
dog fight took place In front of his house.
He Jumped out of bed and yelled to the
smaller of the two dogs- - to go In and
win. At the breakfast table he was still
excited over the scrap and when he
started for his office the wallet still re-
mained In the pocket of the old coat. He
had Btreet car tickets and did not dis-
cover the loss until he came to pay for
his noon-da- y luncheon. Then he could
not pay. He had neither change nor wal
let.

The waiter observed that no such game
could be played on the house, and Mr.
Bowser had to leave his watch as secur-
ity for thirty cents. He remembered
where he had left that wallet and he
started for home lnstanter. He did not
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take the trolley car. It was too slow for
him.- - He started off on a fast walk which
gradually grew Into a hobble and the
hobble Into a run. In the last half mile
of the race he carried a red face, his
eyes bulged out and his hat was in his
hand. Scores of men called to him to
ask what was the matter, but he never!
answered nor of

At was
rnent Bowser "Then that telephone askextract a wailMrs. a shock untilInto -- But. man, I roaredon step of walletgasp nUeahun-- , "That no Iffeet he an nn

over homS
story In court.

where we proposed to the Cap-
tain whose I have neglected to
state was Baker, run a flag up
on one of wagons. This flag we
afterwards must
had secreted about his person. He ex-
plained If we run up a flag the In-
dians would that there were sol-

diers with train and haul and
no one but me questioned the truth
or policy of proceeding. It struck
me that he raised the flag for a
signal, and I stated my suspi-
cions to two others of the they
agreed with me that he could have
no object. From that time w.
watched his every with the

of a but he made no further
signs ior minx nours. w nen went
Into camp he took all precautions the
most could suggest and I do not
believe he slept two hours
dark and dawn. 'The night passed without an alarm
and It was afternoon next day
we saw Indians again. AVe had been
traveling for an hour noon
halt we came to a singular bit
of ground. It was a ridge about
feet wide, with eavy washout or dry
ravines on each of This place
could bo avoided by to either
the right or left, but Baker, who
was mounted, as most of the of
us were, led the way right the
ridge. I was mm ana i saw
that he further ahead than usual.
I also saw him make a curious sign.
He raised his right hand on a line
with his ear and held It thus for
few seconds with the palm opened
and turned toward horse's head.
Looking ahead and to left I
thought I caught the brief of
a dark object, somethlnk a black
head peering above the bank of
ravine. I was to head wag-
on and I asked the man to and
In twenty words him understand

I firmly believed the Indians had
prepared an us. I had
made him understand this where
Baker halted and to with this
query:

'What's matter now?"
"The route looks dangerous," I an-

swered.
"The Is all right, bring your

wagons."
"Why can't we to the left or

right?" asked.
"Look here!" he began as he rode

hack. "Is this train my ordersor yours?"
"Yourr, sir."
"Ten you be careful. If .you at-tempt, to interfere with me order

.you under arrest! Come on
wagons. -

He turned and galloped forward. As
he. did. so" I made to the rlghtaqd a
companion to. left to reach a, point
where we could see into the ravines.
We both aaw the sane sight the dry

?i.-$
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ser had been selling him his old clothes
and that old coat was among the gar-
ments.

'"What on earth Is the matter!'" she ex-
claimed, as she leaned against the wall
for support.

"Did you did you
"Did I what?"
"Did you that man any old

clothes?"
"Why. yes. But what has that got to

to of
hour

Mr.

aside
I

sold

I Cry
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do you coming home this sort of a' "How many garments in
way?" live or six. I There were

you clothes, you: two suits of two or three
woman, you nave ruined

And Bowser Jumped up and dash-
ed out of doors and down tho steps and
looked for the ragman, lie was just
turning corner and he pur-
sued. entered the house two blocks
below and Mr. Bowser missed him.

but
the

keep old while
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you old man

gue?s.
lou my old and

me.

was
He
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for two or

put
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the sixty
Is

was running about like seeKlng a i acntng tor:
lust trail, when a. policeman stopped him I "I didn't sell one," said Mrs. How-an- d

asked him if his house was nrw'ser. "I saw It hanging on the hook and
or his was dying. Just the old' thoucht would it when
rnmnan un a and Mr. were work In' hoii 'n. 1 illil

not one pock-- 1 liMen.s but at
galloped old i of did beiore I let time absent

ieei oemiui inis, i Knew num
and looked around, then started off
at his No old man can run
very fast with the big sack humptng his
back at every jump, and Mr. Bowser
soon overhauled the fugitive ami had the
sack In his possession,
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station house. When the same handed wnlletstories were to the sargeant at only hI(ll. ,noney,

he replied: hold of dollar,nave searched and and forcet erete
searcnen mere who i.eon murdered Ik- -I

"He stopped somewhere and It''shouted Bowser.
"I buy coat there. I no see wallet.

some poor honest man!" pro-
tested man.

your wife ata moment. sargeant Bowser
asked

racing any --shp Is." the rcnlvmight find wal- -
and bill. her to come down here. Yougot great when back room arrives.Mr. burst hall had Bowser'"to down of thestairs and breath. makes difference to mefrom had wife .in... I."....
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alien with redskins and we
criea together.

"Shoot the villain! has usan amnuscade!
don't know who killed him. Fiveor of us fired together hehad horse on a gallop, arid hetoppica irom saddle and to

The Indians seeing
uiscoverea sprang

made a dash at us on Although
without a leader, did Just theright thing. Every rushed tofront leaving the of the totake care of and we gave thesavages a volley which broke themup and left nine of their number deadon ridge. The living sought coverran uawn ditches arise where their ponies concealedand made without firing anothershot, although were
In the got the trainstrung out on that ridge every soulIn it would have been murdered

minutes. Baker was. as Ifound out several years later, a native
IJanlte. and had than
hundred emigrants to slaughter.

was years knownas Lost Train made startCouncil Bluffs and struck the
Nebraska, and follow-

ed It west. It consisted of seventeenwagons and sixty people, twenty-fou- r
of these being n men andboys capable of handling a rifle andstanding guard. The Captain an

farmer and pioneer, andhad wife and two children alongno doubt that would do
best to us through. hada loaded with doming, powder,lead, firearms In the train valuedover and was pleasedto find train m.n

whose looks Indicated, that they could
relied upon If a pinch Nearlyevery had two rifles. Intendtm.to In California, and many

iiuu revolvers pistols as
We had been days, and

had when
about nine o'clock on morning of
iwe .cveiiin aay came

into train from the westclosely pursued a dozen Indians.They hung about us for an hourso and firing at range
and then rode The stranger

name as Comstock.
dressed as scout and and
claimed to belong to a train of sevenwagons had entered the terri-tory from a point about twenty miles
below Bluffs. train was.thought.-- about miles ahead of

had left camp two days be-
fore to look a valuable saddle
horse which had stampeded, had lost

Way and. Indians had' him
miles. expressedgreat at reaching; a havensafety and one began offering
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come up for Congressional a. lion. We
finally drew up at a way to
changt horss. and as we got down to
stretch our legs the one native Texan
among the eicht pnssenee-- s pulled out a
bowle knife and confronttd the Jersey
man with:

"So you reckon that there's 'miff of
Texas to make four States?"

"It'e it's a very large State." replied
the man, looking with anxiety at the
knife.

"Exactly. Vou are also a very large
man."

"Do ou reckon there's 'nutl of you to
make four men?"

"Well, hardlv."
"IT I should even slice off your ears

you'd lose suthin" of your glory wouldn't
you?"

"Of course."
"And you wouldn't feel that you were

much of a nun with, our head gone,
would you"

"No Indeed."
"I merely Illustrate.'" said the Texan,

as he whetted the blade on his bootleg.
"If Texas can be devideil up and still'

"Oh: she can't he'" interrupted Jer-
sey. "Texas is none too big for a single
State, for the Kmplre State of the West,
antl If I were one of her honored citi-
zens I should certainly oppose such a
movement with my every energy. Gen-
tlemen, let us drink to Texas as she la!"

And we gurgled.
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